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| LOVE FUN...Many of you will know that, and have spe  nt time having fun

with me over the years. |am beginning to think of  the JCA year as a slippery
dip, slippery dips are fun. But not your normal pa  rk slippery dip that gets so

hot in summer you actually hesitate before getting  on, but then you just “nah it
won't hurt” and do itanyway eh! | am thinking of 0 ne of those BIG slippery dips.
And they're high, you have to climb steps, hold han ds, psyche yourself up...

THOSE slippery dips; you know the ones with the “hi  lls” on the way down. I"# $#

The “hills” are the best bits | reckon, you just ge t over the initial launch, get comfortable and then  the first one
looms up, you feel a little bilious, then, another  launch; “YEAH" that’s great. And with each descent the “hills”

seem too easily conquerable and then you hit the pa dding at the end.

Except this year the JCA slippery dip had a huge “h ill”, right in the middle. One that required an am azing speed
gathering effort to get over, not one person’s effo 1t either, it took the entire community to get us o ver this one,
AND all of those Josephite/JCA tenets we hold dear;  flexibility, compassion, simplicity of life, gener  osity. It was a

“hill” the journey over which took us from Nixon Av e, Ashfield to Hope St, Seven Hills. A new beginnin g in old
shoes, as we take JCA back toits roots, having our home among those we seek to live in solidarity and  friendship

with, being present to all through the living of ou  r Gospel.

To keep the slippery dip analogy going, coming down from that “hill” gave us so much speed we shot off the next
one into another dimension (well it felt like that) . Ok...so maybe it's not so much another dimension, butto acon-
tinuing and growing JCA in the future.

Plans are moving forward for next year. Hope St ha s already become a place for people to experience community

life JCA style. October saw the start of reqular m  eetings for the Darfur Men’s Group, and next yeart he Darfur
Women'’s group will meet here as well. We have had a few people drop in to say hi and quite a number o fcom-

ments about our recent graffiti art acquisition.
Also next year we are offering young people (very | imited numbers) the opportunity to journey with us aswe un-

dertake a JCA Josephite Pilgrimage, exploring the p  laces and hearing the stories of earlier Josephites , especially
Mary MacKillop, in their quest to meet the needs of  the poor in the 19 t© century. You will need to setaside 10days

in March (15-25) and a few hundred dollars to share the journey. More details will be available soon.

As the last “hill” looms large in front of us (Hamp  ers) and the year draws to a close |would like to  thank everyone
involved in JCA for 2009.
I would especially like to acknowledge the work of  our three
wonderful 2009 full-timers. Clare, Marissa and Wieb ke have
done an amazing job. With the added extras of the move and all

it entailed this year has been patrticularly stressf  ul. But they
have handled it all with dedication and perseveranc e never los-

ing their passion and compassion for those in need.

I would also like to say a huge THANKS to the man h  imself Ter-
rence J Smith. When you come to Hope St and see al | the pho-
tos on the wall, as well as much much more think of Tezza - he

did it his way!!

Also to Ann, Kiran, June, and Jodie for their effor  ts in keeping
the office going. This year has been a huge one fo r transitioning
the office and without them it would not have happe ned.

To all the part-time volunteers who made the Weeken ds Away,
School Holiday Club and Hampers possible — THANK YO U!!
Finally to the Management Committee, a big THANK YO U for
their governance and guidance throughout the year.

So | am launching myself off the last hill, and hop  efully going to
land in Korea for a break with June, visiting famil  y and friends
and skiing. The JCA slippery dip will be openagai n in January
2010; you never know we might use the garden hose a nd make it
a slip n’slide. Have a peace-filled Christmas and  fun-filled start
to the New Year.

Terry and Adrian on the good ship Frothy Drop!!




In February of 2008 Karen Armstrong — academic, rel igious historian, author and now activist —was awa rded the
TED Prize. As part of this prize, those awarded it  get to make a wish. The TED organisation then does its bestto
bring this wish to fruition. Karen Armstrong's wish was that TED assist her and other like-minded peop le to aeate
and promote a Charter for Compassion.

On Wednesday November 12, after nearly two years of work, the Charter for Compassion was finally relea sed to the
world. The charter is inspiring reading. It is a ra  llying call to conscience. It invites its readers t o look beyond exclu-
sive self interest to see that our deepest needs fo r safety and fulflment can only be metif weactt ogether andin the
interests of the common good. The charter maintains  that the global imperative to make compassion a pr actical real-
ity has never been stronger.

Armstrong, originally frustrated by the hijacking o f religion by fundamentalism, extremism and dogmati  sm, wanted
something that would help the modern world of ethic s, politics, and religion come back to what religio n at its core
seeks to promote: the transformation of the human h  eart from egotism to love. The hope is that this ch arter, as well
as the movement supporting it, will encourage both  religious and political leaders to a remembering an  d discovery of
the importance of compassion to human life and spir it.

Charter for Compassion

The principle of compassion lies at teédieast etlaical and spiritual tratitios alw
to treat all others as we wish to beviesatedmpession impels us to worletirate 6l
suffering of our fellow creatures, toadetisrrnenabescentre of our world anlvepet a

to
not

to honour the inviolable sanctity of wwany Isengig treating everybody, withvoitlh edcep

solute justice, equity and respect.

Itis also necessary in both public and paifvate didnsistently and em patHicttyg foam.ir

To act or speak violently out of spitegrcealfvtesast, to impoverish, expkd ogdts
anybody, and to incite hatred by denigeagngothengmies—is a denial of our gor
We acknowledge that we have failed omhvel\camp fsst some have even incfeas
human misery in the name of religion.

We therefore call upon all men and wientempdsgiestdo the centre of moralitytan
return to the ancient principle that daioy iofespriptare that breeds viole nisslahatied
legitimate ~ to ensure that youth are gindreasmacHul information about atheligra
lons and cultures ~ to encourage a atsitivd aypuexi and religious divelgaye~aio
informed empathy with the suffering ohg#-hewveamthese regarded as enemies.

We urgently need to make compassiousaol@ ay namiicdorce in our polarizedinva
principled determination to transcend gléshioeissan break down politicallodoegah
and religious boundaries. Born of oantke enteodepassion is e ssential tohipisna
to a fulfiled humanity. It is the patimnoeatligmteindispensible to the crestamoafya
a peaceful global community.
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Athiang, Marissa and Akon

Group photo! Evernybody Smile!

Zeinab and her sons

Athiang,Akon,Luca,Duang,Lulu and Santo

Wiebke, Athiang and Luca
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Christmas 2009 Appeal

I am very happy to enclose a cheque to help youk with people who are poor. D
Please send me areceipt so that | can claim ¢mst@n as a tax deduction. |:|
Please remove me from the mailing list. |:|

| will make adirect contribution to: D
JOSEPHITE COMMUNITY AID Inc .

Bank: ANZ — Ashfield BSB: 012 215 Account No2195 46796
(For audit purposes, please tick the box and rehisformto JCA. Thank you.)

NAME 10 @pPear ON RECEIPL: ..vtii ittt et e e e e e e e e e ee e aennns

AD D RE S S ...t e e
POSTCODE.......c oo v v e

AMOUNT ..o e e

(Req ST S12/09)

I am unable to contribute at thistime, please kssling ST S |:|
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Iran is situated in south-western Asia and
borders the three CIS states, the Republic
of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan,
and the Republic of Turkmenistan, as well
as the Caspian Seas to the north, Turkey
and Iraq to the west, the Persian Gulf and
the Gulf of Oman to the south and P aki-
stan and Afghanistan to the east.

In different parts of Iran, differentlan-
guages are spoken. There are many
different dialects of eachlanguage. Per-
sian, Turkishdialects, Kurdish, Luri,
Gilaki, Arabic, Baloch are the languages
that are used regionally.

Most Iranians are Muslims; 95% belong to
the Shi'a branch of Islam, the official state
religon, and about 4% belong to the Sunni
branch, which predominates in neighbour-
ing Muslim countries. Norn-Muslim minori-
ties include Zoroastrians, Jews, Baha'is,
and Christians.
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There are different nationalities
(referred as ethnic groups) in
Iran. The dominant nationalities

Map of Iran and neighbo urs

are Persian; Azeri Turks; Kurds;
Arabs; Turkomans and Baluchis;
and Lur, Bakhtiari, Qashqai
tribes, Armenians , Jews, and

Assyrians.

Iran has adiverse climate. In the
northwest, winters are cdd with
heavy snowfall and subfreezing
temperatures during December and
January. Spring and fall are rela-
tively mild, while summers are dry
and hot. In the south, winters are
mild and the summers are very hot,
having average daily temperatures
in July exceeding 38° C(100° F). On
the Khuzestan plain, summer heat
is accompanied by high humidity.

Reference: Iran Toursim and Touring O nline
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@ Jesus is Love

: because God is Love

Jesus is Love
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¥ Jesus is Love
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¥ breaks open the eternal possibility
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; because Jesus is Love

v Benjamin Ehavis, Jr¥
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